I

Zion Lutheran Church
The Tidings
April 2019

Inside this Issue
Pastor's Message

Holy Week Services

CDC
Zion Organizations
Community

Palm Sunday

9:30am - Worship

Maundy Thursday

7:00pm – Worship

April 14th

Finances
Council Minutes
Serving on Sundays

April 18th

Calendar

Good Friday
April 19

th

Easter Sunday
April 21

Follow Zion on Facebook! Go to:

facebook.com/zionlutheranferguson
and click

.

st

12:00pm – Worship
7:00pm – Worship
7:30am – Easter Breakfast
9:30am – Worship

Faith, Hope, and Love
Grace and peace to you from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, AMEN.
It's interesting how different things in life draw families and friends
together. For me, it was multiple things that drew me to the Cason family. My
first wife, Janet, was best friends with Buddy (Elizabeth's mother). Both El
(Elizabeth's father) and Buddy were in a couple's bible study that I conducted. I
got to know both of them well, as well as their beloved daughter Tammy
(Elizabeth) through their talking about how wonderful she was.
I first knew Elizabeth by the name of Tammy at Trinity Lutheran Church
where I was at the time, but when I came to Zion Lutheran Church and we hired
Elizabeth as our music director, she made it clear that she wanted to be known as
Elizabeth, so I will honor her request for the remainder of this message.
Another of the connections was when my wife, Janet, died of cancer, our
beloved dog, Lucy, became a member of the Cason family. By the way, Lucy is
still alive and serving another woman that is in her later years. It appears that
Lucy has served mankind and womankind well, and continues to do so.
And then there were the Wednesday evening fried chicken dinners at
Duffy's that my present wife, Linda, and I shared with Buddy and El as part of
our ministry to them.
Elizabeth had a love for music that was unsurpassed. She loved to sing
and she loved to play. She loved to see and hear our choir sing. Her best
friends were also musicians. Music was her life.
Elizabeth was baptized and then confirmed at Trinity Lutheran Church
and has now lived out her baptismal promise, “In Holy Baptism our gracious
heavenly Father liberates us from sin and death by joining us to the death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen
humanity; in the waters of Baptism we are reborn children of God and
inheritors of eternal life. By water and the Holy Spirit we are made members
of the church which is the body of Christ. As we live with him and with his
people, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God.”
The scriptures for the service were picked from both El and Buddy's
funerals as well as representing how I see the later part of Elizabeth's life.
“And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of
these is love. Love never ends” - 1 Corinthians 13. You've probably heard it
read many times at weddings, but what is says about faith, hope, and love is so
appropriate for us today.
God's love for us never ends! As we go through life (if you are like me),
sometimes our faith is up, and then sometimes it is down. Our hope is up, and

then sometimes it is down. But regardless of where we are, God is always
there. God's love for us never ever ends.
Elizabeth's hope and faith for the last few years have been tested. She
lost a father, who in his later years was finding it difficult himself to deal with
life. El was 103 when he went to be with his Lord.
I got a panic phone call from Elizabeth when Buddy was in her last
hours and joined her, with her mother, as we prayed with and for Buddy.
These last years have not been easy for Elizabeth. She has found it
difficult to reach out to people who want to help her. If ever there is a wake up
call for us, it is to be on the lookout for folks who are struggling.
God reaches out to all of us in His love. God's love for us never ends,
even when our faith is waning and our hope is struggling. We are all saved by
grace through faith, and this is a gift coming totally from God, not anything we
have to do or can do! God's love for us endures forever and His love for
Elizabeth has and will endure forever. That is His promise.
In John 14, Jesus talks to his disciples and to us, “Do not let your hearts
be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house there are
many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.”
Elizabeth's baptismal journey is complete! We conclude with this
message from Revelations 7:13-17, with a slight modification at the end by me,
“Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, 'Who are these robed in white,
and where have they come from?' I said to him, 'Sir, you are the one that
knows.' Then he said to me, 'These are they who have come out of the great
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day
and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will
shelter them.
“Elizabeth will hunger no more and thirst no more; and the sun will not
strike her, nor any scorching heat; for Jesus at the center of the throne will be
her shepherd, and He will guide her to the springs of the water of life and He
will wipe away every tear from her eyes.”
Elizabeth is happy and well again, doing what she loves best: singing
and playing for Jesus. May her soul rest in peace. Amen.
God is good and full of GRACE!
Blessings,
Larry
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Coffee Outreach
Spring is finally here so we will soon
be stepping outdoors and meeting
new friends in the community by
offering them a cup of coffee as they
pass by.
We're looking for volunteers to help.
The schedule is flexible and can be
arrange to fit whatever day you can
make it. We hope to serve about
once a week or so.
Please call Andi in the church office
(314) 522-0100 if you
are willing to help
serve and someone
from the Service
Team will call
you.

Thank You
From St. Stephen's
Zion recently received a thank you note from St.
Stephen's and I wanted to share it with all you wonderful
people who have donated items to the food pantry:
“Thank you for all that you do for us. The food pantry
donations help immensely and the check donations are
great! The one thing I love about this community is how
everyone helps each other out! What a great place to be!
– Carol & St. Stephen's Family”

Easter Breakfast at Zion
Zion will be hosting a breakfast on Easter morning
(Sunday, April 21st) from 7:30am-9:00am. We will
have eggs and sausage, pastries, juice and coffee
available. It is a free breakfast, but a freewill offering is
also appreciated.

Attention Singers
Easter Sunday is just a few weeks away! If any
previous Zion choir members, or others who love to
sing, would be available to sing during the Easter
worship service, we need you! Please call the church
office, or just join us after worship on Sunday, April 7 th,
and we will sing through several options for Easter
morning worship. All are welcome!

Love Thy Neighbor
As the earth awakens after winter, please let us know
if you or your friend or neighbor need some spring
cleanup help – or if you would be willing to help with
spring cleanup efforts for a neighbor.
There are slips of paper and a box in the Coat Room
to fill out if you know of someone who needs help or
would like to help.

Prayer Vigil
Watch & Pray at Home
For a number of years, Zion offered a
prayer vigil from the time following the
service on Maundy Thursday until noon
on Good Friday. Members signed up for
a time slot and came to the sanctuary to
spend time in meditation and prayer.
Devotional material was available. Many
participants found this to be a very
meaningful part of their Lenten
discipline during Holy Week
The Worship Team would like to
continue the vigil in a modified form.
Beginning on Sunday, April 7th and the
following week, Palm Sunday, a sign-up
sheet will be available at the back of the
church to sign up for a 30 minute time
slot for you to “Watch and Pray” with
Jesus in the comfort of your own home.
Spend that time in a way that is
meaningful. You may use your own
devotional materials, read scripture, play
a CD of Christian music, or meditate on
the sacrifice of Jesus for you. A sheet of
scripture references will be provided
when you sign up. The first slot is from
8:00-8:30pm on Thursday 4/18 and the
last is 11:30-noon on Friday 4/19.
If you would like to participate but are
unable to get to church, call Gail Voss at
314-522-3842 or Andi in the church
office and let her know what time slot
you would like to spend in prayer.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could
have all the hours covered? You are
certainly encouraged to take more than

one 30 minute time slot if you like. And
even if you forget to sign up for a slot,
Jesus doesn’t care…He just wants to
hear from you! Let’s “Journey to the
cross with Jesus.”

Easter Flower Orders
You can help decorate the church for
Easter by placing a pre-paid order for a
variety of spring flowers. You may take
your plants home with you following
the service. Orders must be placed by
Wednesday, April 10th. Order forms are
available in the back of church or you
may call the church office to place your
order. The options are listed below.
Call Gail Voss at 314-522-3842 if you
have any questions.
6” lilies (average 5 blooms)
6” potted mums
6” tulip
6” hyacinth
Potted azaleas
Potted hydrangeas
Assorted flowering
hanging basket

$9.50
$9.75
$8.95
$8.95
$15.75
$15.75
$18.00

Prayer Stones
For several years we have written our
name and prayer requests on a Prayer
Card. We placed it in a basket and drew
out another name and prayed for that
person. What an encouragement it was
to know that someone was praying for us
by name.
This year we did a variation. We had
some challenging weather on several
Sundays in February which prevented
members from getting to church.
However, you can be certain that the
name of every member was printed on a
stone. The stones were placed in the
baptismal font and then as we returned
from receiving the body and blood of our
Savior, we removed one or more stones
and are praying for those individuals. All
of the stones have been distributed. It
doesn’t have to be a secret!! You can let
that person(s) know you are praying for
them. You might inquire if there is
anything in particular they would like
you to include as you pray.
Please bring all your prayer stones back
to church on Palm Sunday so that they
can be placed at the foot of our “tree
cross” on Maundy Thursday. If you
forget you can always bring it on
Maundy Thursday.
Let’s hold up one another in prayer
during
Lent
and
throughout the Easter
Season….and beyond…

Community Outreach
Team Update
Last summer members spent time at the
Ferguson Farmer's Market, having
conversations and handing out bottled
water to the Ferguson community. It is
our intent to do this again this year.
Our warming tree/bush provided a
great out-pour of response. Over 300
items were donated. Many of these
items were packaged with the insert
“Warming Tree: Help yourself to some
warmth!
Provided by the caring
members of Zion Lutheran Church.”
The outreach caught the attention of
News Channel 5 weatherman Scott
Connell, resulting in phone calls, and
an abundance of donations! Thanks to
all who helped in any way: donating,
sorting, packaging, placing items on the
tree/bush, and distributing in whatever
way. All items not given out have been
donated to warming shelters and local
agencies to ensure they are given to
those in need quickly.
We had Rev. Jose Aguayo speak at a
previous meeting about the “Adopt a
Block” program. In the future, we would
like to focus on learning how to help in
strengthening the Ferguson downtown
area by inviting other local speakers and
hoping to gain insight where ideas can be
focused. We'd like to get members of
Zion to participate by developing door
hangers to be distributed throughout the
neighborhood.

Community News
Jungle Pong FUNraiser
What do you get when you take ping
pong and add in multiple players and a
few extra playing surfaces? Come find
out at our first Jungle
Pong FUNraiser! Join
us at the Women's
Care Center Sunday,
April 28th at 3:00pm.
More details to come!

Blanket Tying Event
Lutheran Church of the Living Christ is
looking for volunteers to tie fleece
blankets on Sunday, April 7th from
1:00pm-3:00pm.
These blankets are
given to people waiting for organ
transplants and donor families. Please
call Laurie Brown at (314) 210-0242 if
you would like to participate.

Women's Retreat
Listening to God &
Embracing Our Gifts
St. Mark's Lutheran Church (6337
Clayton Rd., St. Louis, MO 63117) is
hosting a women's retreat on Saturday,
April 13th. It begins with check-in at
8:30am, the program starts at 9:00am,
ends at 12:00pm, followed by a
luncheon until 1:30pm. To RSVP for
this event, call (314) 721-6974 or email
office@stmarkselca.com.

Camp Wartburg
Spring Clean Up Day
The spring clean up day will be on
Saturday, April 27th from 9am-3pm at
Camp Wartburg. Come help them clean
up the grounds and set up for their
annual Chicken Dinner fundraiser.
There will be many jobs available for all
levels of physical activity and all weather.
If you are interested in volunteering,
contact Randy Henning at (314) 8393455 or randy.henning@att.net. Lunch
will be provided for all who attend.
Carpooling options will also be available.

Researching Your
House's History
with Dorris Keeven-Franke
The Ferguson Public Library on 35 N.
Florissant Rd. will be providing you the
opportunity to research the history of
your Ferguson home with the help of
accomplished historian Dorris KeevenFranke on April 10th at 6:00pm. You
know the common saying, “If walls
could talk...” Well, find out what your
walls have to say!

The King of Kings
A Silent Movie Night
Travel back in time and let the warm and
majestic sounds of the theater organ
transform this epic story of the life of
Christ before your very eyes! St. Peter's
UCC (1425 Stein Rd., W. Florissant,
Ferguson, MO 63135) will be showing
the silent film “The King of Kings” with
pipe organ accompaniment on Friday,
April 12th at 7:00pm. Following the
movie, refreshments will be served in the
fellowship hall. This event is free and
open to the public.

Open House
Atonement Lutheran School
Atonement Lutheran School will be hosting
a school Open House on Saturday, April 13th
from 12:00pm-2:00pm. Families who tour
the school will receive a free barbecue hot
dog and beverage courtesy of our Atonement
Men's Club. Families who cannot make the
Open House may call Stacy Bonner in our
school office to schedule a personal tour and
a personal education consultation with the
Principal.

Aging My Way
Senior Resource Fair
The city of Florissant has partnered
with Memory Care Home Solutions, St.
Catherine Retirement Center, the
Pillars of North County, and Mercy
Home Health & Hospice Services to
provide this event. The goal of this fair
is to provide information and resources
to senior citizens who are “aging in
place” in their homes, caregivers, and
those who are considering senior living
options
such
as
retirement
communities, assisted living, and longterm care facilities.
This fair will take place on Tuesday,
April 9th from 9:00am-12:00pm at the
James J. Eagen Center. There will be
prizes raffled off, free health screenings,
give-aways at booths, free coffee and
donuts, and over 70 booths of
information. Call the Florissant Senior
Office for more information (314) 8397605.

Council Meeting
March 12, 2019
In attendance: Larry Lemke, Pam Statler, Kristen Kinney, Jason Martin, Johnnie
Tucker, Ara Tess, Fannie Cole, Janet Schaper, and Dorothy Kaiser
Absent: Jayce Tucker
●
●
●

●

●

●

●

Opening Welcome and Devotion
Confirm approval of meeting minutes from February 2019 meeting
o Motion made to approve meeting minutes, seconded, and approved
Discussion on space rental to Greentree Church Plant
o Council discussed the possibility of renting space, including the sanctuary, to Greentree
church plant
o Council agreed they are not willing to do that at this time but might be willing to discuss
this topic again in the future
Agenda for Voter’s Meeting March 31, 2019
o Update people where we are financially
o Discuss what is going on at the CDC
o Discuss Zion’s Future
o Committee Reports
Discussion of CDC – New Director, Finance, etc.
o Courtney left March 1
o Sue and Janet working hard to get everything back in order
o License was reinstated – parents working on getting their payments reinstated
o Janine Sanders starting on March 25
Voting members to CSS meeting in June
o Several members have shown interest in attending
o Sent in request for waiver to have two females attend
Committee Reports
o Member Care Ministry – Dorothy

▪ Ministers still dedicated to contacting their members
▪ In contact with members that sometimes are hard to get ahold of
▪ Doing some home visits
o

Finance Report – Pam

▪ Church is $519 in the red- nothing dramatic
▪ CDC is $18,000 in the red – licensing paperwork error, number of children down
o

Stewardship – Pam

▪ Nothing to report
o

Worship – Larry

▪
▪
▪
▪

Wednesday night services are in full swing – Holden evening prayer
Baptisms coming up
Communion class starting
Good Friday services at 12pm and 7pm

o

Community – Dorothy

▪ Warming bush is complete, and coats have been donated
▪ Looking to work at the Farmers Market and the Twilight Run.
o

Service – Pam

▪ Meeting again in May
▪ Discussed twilight run and coordinate with the Community Outreach Team
▪ Wanting to do another CDC dinner – BBQ possibly
o

Education

o

▪ No report
Property Committee
▪ Looking at getting some painting done on the outside door and on the windows to

●

●
●
●
●

●

the parking lot
▪ Window air conditioner in a classroom downstairs
▪ Possibility of shades or blinds in the multi-purpose room
Pastor’s Report
o Ferguson Ministerial Alliance – asked them what the most positive thing in Fergusonwhat was a need in Ferguson and what can they do – what can the FMA be involved in
other than what is it involved in now
o Ella Jones – Would be worthwhile having her come and talk about Ferguson needs in
means of outreach
o Jeff Bloom interim city manager – no plan to find a permanent replacement
o TEEM Internship finally got squared away – June-September
o Hopefully will be finished with classes in November
Update on All Among Us – Janet
o Nothing major to report – 3 or 4 women living there now and several more applications
Update on boundary adjustment issue with City of Ferguson
o Nothing to report
Update on Fish Fry Opportunities and challenges
o No major updates
New Business
o April and May on Tuesdays when Council normal meets – Pastor is on a video
conference from 6:30-10:00
o Move Council Meetings to April 8th and May 13th – Approved – Next meeting April 8th
o Community Vacation Bible School is set for June 24-28 at 9:30 – 12:00pm – Life is Wild.
God is Good.
Closing Prayer

Zion Lutheran Church
Serving on Sundays in April
Apr 7

Apr 14

Apr 21

Apr 28

May 5

L Lemke

L Lemke

L Lemke

L Lemke

L Lemke

Music
Accompanist

C Rock

A Mayhew

C Rock

A Mayhew

A Mayhew

Assistant
Minister

J Martin

R Schademann

P Herrmann

N Wolz

J Martin

Reader

P Martin

N Wolz

J Martin

D Balestier

S Miller

Children's
Message

L Lemke

N Wolz

G Voss

N Wolz

L Lemke

Communion
Servers

A Martin

N Wolz

W Devenport

P Herrmann

S Miller

Ushers

K Malin
J Martin

G Voss
B Negwer

F Cole
J Tucker
J Schaper

R Taylor
S Taylor
D Kaiser

K Malin
J Martin

Altar Guild

D Kaiser

D Kaiser

D Kaiser

D Kaiser

K Malin

Pastor

* Scheduled servers are subject to change at the discretion of organization leaders.
If you have a schedule conflict, please inform the Church office of any changes or schedule swaps.

Zion Lutheran Church
April Calendar

Sun
31

Mon
1

9:30am-Worship
9am-Facility Use
& Noisy Change
(UR)
11am- Voter's
Meeting &
Fellowship
3pm-Via de Cristo

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

2

3

4

5

4:30pm-Member
Care
6pm-Comm.
Outreach Team
6:30pm-FMSC

6pm-Soup Supper
7pm-Worship

6pm-Service Team 4pm-Fish Fry

Sat
6
A Copeland

A Tucker

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

9:30am-Worship
11am-Bible Class

6pm-Finance
6:30pm-Council

1:30pm-Worship
Team

6pm-Soup Supper
7pm-Worship

6pm-Facility Use
(MP)

4pm-Fish Fry

9am-Facility Use
(UR)
4pm-Facility Use
(MP)

14 Palm Sun

15

16

17

18 Maundy Thur 19 Good Fri

9:30am-Worship
11am-Bible Class

21 Easter Sun

22

7:30am-Easter
Breakfast
9:30am-Worship

Tidings Deadline

28

29

9:30am-Worship
& Noisy Change
11am-Fellowship
Hour

7pm-Worship

12pm-Worship
7pm-Worship
D&C
Vogelsang

25

26

R Calhoun

23

24

20

27

4pm-Fish Fry
R Harrison
E Devenport

30

1

2

3

4

Zion Lutheran Church
123 Carson Road
Ferguson, MO 63135
314.522.0100 Office
office@zionferguson.com
www.zionferguson.com
Child Development Center
123 Carson Road
Ferguson, MO 63135
314.524.7677
cdc@zionferguson.com
Celebrating
God's Grace
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Member At-Large:
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