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Pastor’s Greeting
To All of God’s People,
This Advent Devotional is dedicated to all of the hard work that you all have
done during this “Pandemic Year”. First our Zion members have been so loyal
and supportive of what we have tried to do as we worked our way through
this pandemic.
Then, this Advent Devotional, is the handiwork of those same people, both
young and old, who responded to the call for this devotional. And, by the
way, there were many devotionals that were submitted and we decided to
include all of them.
May the Christian Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love find their way into the minds,
hearts, and souls of all of us as we use this devotional during Advent.
Blessings,

Pastor Larry

123 Carson Road
Ferguson, MO 63135
www.zionferguson.com
Advent 2020

Håper Hoffe
Matumaini
Espère Esperanza
Dear Heavenly Father,
We pray for a new
season of hope and love
of you and of one
another. We pray for
the healing of our minds
and bodies. We await
the coming of our savior
as we pray to be worthy
of your presence in our
lives.
Amen
Erma Miller

Faith
“Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” I
think about lots of things that I hoped for. There are many that I was blessed
with, like people, times, places, and situations, and events, but evidence of
where or how all these situations were made possible, this I do not know. This
then brings me to the verses in Ecclesiastes that reminds me: “There is a time
and a place for everything; and only God knows this. I know that I am a child
of God, and with God’s help I can certainly overcome the challenges
before.me. This is the evidence of things not seen.

Dorothy Kaiser

God is in Control
We as a nation and as Christians are in a fight that we
seem to be losing. But we know that’s not true. God has
said many times “I am the Lord your God”. He will see us
The Prophecy Candle
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The
virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will
call him Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)

through these worrisome times. No one can do it alone. We are to help each
other so keep praying and trusting God. He will see us through this also.
Remember he clothes the wild beasts; He will clothe us as well.
Bob Oliver

Waiting
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God.”
Philippians 4:6

Many times, in my life I have found myself waiting. Waiting to see the doctor,
waiting on the results of a test that I took in school, or more recently, waiting
in long lines at the grocery store. When I wait, I sometimes become impatient
or anxious about the situation. During Advent, we wait and prepare for the
coming of Christ. Though we may be anxious about the world as it is today,
the good news is that the season of Advent gives us a time to remember the
true meaning of Jesus’ birth.
Dear Lord,
Teach us to be patient, with others and with ourselves, as we wait for you to
come into our lives.
Amen

Stacey Miller

Prayers for Enemies
Jesus tells us to pray for our enemies. This is sometimes hard for us. The
following is a simple prayer that you might use if you have difficulty forming
one of your own.
God open the hearts of our enemies that they may know the truth and know
what they do is wrong. Help me to have a forgiving heart. Bring peace to all
peoples of the world.
In Jesus' name we ask Amen.
Ara Tess

Advent Devotion
Advent is not “pre-Christmas,” even if your neighbors have already populated
their yard with secular holiday schwag before Veteran’s Day. Keeping a good
Advent is the best antidote for Santa Claus overdose. It’s a good time to
repent and be quiet (Isaiah 30:15). It’s a time to prepare for the coming of
the Son of God—not just the commemoration of Jesus’ birth but also for the
ultimate return of the King of Kings. After all, what is the liturgical conclusion
of the Christmas season? Epiphany—the feast that typically passes with scant
notice, unless the 12th day of Christmas falls on a Sunday. The Kings of the
Orient paid homage to the Christ Child, the King of Kings. David’s prayer and
prophecy over his son, Solomon, is recorded in Psalm 72, and speaks of
Solomon and of a greater King to come. Read Psalm 72:7, 17. Read Isaiah
11:1-5, and Chapters 60-62. Now back to Psalm 72:10-11: "The kings of
Tarshish and of the isles shall offer gifts: the kings of Arabia and Sheba shall
bring tribute...All nations shall serve him." To whom does that pertain?
Perhaps not ALL nations served Solomon, but Matthew’s gospel tells us that
kings from the east worshiped Jesus and brought gifts in prophetic testimony
of His kingdom reign. An ancient prayer of the Roman church was
“Maranatha, Jesu. Veni Domine, Jesu.” A viable translation is “Jesus has
come. Lord, Jesus, come (again).” The best is yet to come.
Wm. Sullivan

Mary
Mary. Can you try to imagine what it was like for her when the angel Gabriel
visited her? What ran through her mind? She was young. Betrothed to
Joseph. Yet, she had a willing heart to accept what God was asking her to dobe the mother of His son. I think of that as I listen to the Bible passages about
the birth of Jesus. I picture it in my mind. Do you ever think that she was
overcome with anxiety knowing what all of this would mean for her life?
Mary must have been blessed with great faith in God. Do you think that we
could be blessed with great faith to do what God requires of us? Think about
it and if you lack faith, ask God for it. Believe He will build you up and help
you to do what He asks of you.
"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have
said." Then the angel left her. Luke 1:38 (NIV)

Annette Mayhew

Dealing with Anxiety
All of us are facing anxiety today about many things, some of which are out of
our control. We are anxious about life and death issues with Covid, loss of
work, unable to pay rent/mortgage, possibility of losing our homes, unable to
send our children to school, financial status of our nation, 'the integrity of our
government, possibility of extreme unrest at voting and the transition of our
government, to list a few. All these things are reason for concern.
I would like to remind all of us (me included) that this is a test of our faith; but
we have an AWESOME GOD in whom all things are POSSIBLE! However dark
the day, we need to hold on to our faith in an unchanging God. I refer you to
Matthew 6:25-34 where Jesus reminds us not to worry about what we eat,
drink, or wear. He reminds us of how He protects the birds of the air and the
vegetation of the earth, and we made in His image are more important to
Him. He reminds us that our Father is aware of our needs and will provide.
One-way God provides is through us, His hands and feet! I think it behooves
all of us to do what we are able to do to relieve our “neighbors” during these
difficult times. I do believe we are due for some rough times ahead but with
God's help, we will overcome them.
I think there are many signs that GOD is dealing with the situation. Let's hold
on to our faith that God is in control and will overcome. Remember He didn't
promise us a rose garden. Jesus even told us we would suffer some difficulties
in this life. Keep the faith.

Ara Tess

The Cost of Discipleship for the 12
Apostles
1.

Matthew suffered martyrdom in Ethiopia. killed by a sword wound.

2.

Mark died in Alexandria, Egypt, after being dragged by horses through the
streets until dead.

3.

Luke was hanged in Greece as a result of preaching to the lost.

4.

John faced martyrdom, was miraculously delivered from death. He was
sentenced to the mines on the island of Pathos, where he wrote the Book
of Revelation. He was the only Apostle to die peacefully.

5.

Peter was crucified upside down because he said he felt unworthy to die
in the same way Christ did.

6.

James was thrown down from the pinnacle of the Temple when he
refused to deny his faith in Christ, surviving the fall, he was beaten to
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death with a club. James the brother of Jesus.
7.

James, the son of Zebedee, was beheaded at Jerusalem for defending his
faith at trial.

8.

Bartholomew (Nathanial) was flayed to death by a whip for preaching in
Armenia (Turkey today).

9.

Andrew was crucified on a cross in Patras Greece after being whipped
severely by soldiers.

10. Thomas was stabbed with a spear in India while on a missionary trip to
establish a church.
11. Jude was killed with arrows when he refused to deny his faith in Christ.

12. Matthias was stoned, then beheaded.
Would these followers of Jesus have suffered and died for someone unless
they believed in Jesus' actions and teachings? These followers have left us a
record of Jesus' life that we may BELIEVE!
Thank God for the freedom to worship and spread our Savior's message
without the threat of punishment and death.
Ara Tess

Listening to God
Most of us make plans for our lives and things do not go exactly as we thought
they would. I did not plan for my mom to be diagnosed with Alzheimer's or
become a fall-risk, but I did what I needed to do and that was to love her and
do the best I could. The life that God has planned for me is not
what I thought would happen. But this is where I need to be.
The one thing we do not have to plan and are guaranteed is
the love of Christ. That is our promise being a child of God.

The Bethlehem Candle
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." (Luke 2:12)

God will always have our ollowers have left us a record of Jesus' life that we
may BELIEVE!
Thank God for the freedom to worship and spread our Savior's message
without the threat of punishment and death.

Dell Roth

Lost and Found
One morning as I was preparing to go walking, I could not find my sunglasses.
The previous day had been cloudy, so I had put them in my pocket. With a
sigh, I put on a spare pair. As I walked along the path at the park, I suddenly
saw my lost sunglasses, intact! Apparently, they had fallen out of my pocket,
unnoticed. I was filled with happiness at finding them.
At times, we may feel lost, forgotten, alone, or even broken especially during
these challenging times but “Each day God carries us in His arms” Ps. 68:19 He
loves us and cares for us in all our daily concerns.
Do we “forget” God in our daily busyness? He is filled with joy when we find
Him again.
Kristina Oswald

Psalm 25:15-19
15

My eyes are ever toward the LORD,
for he will pluck my feet out of the net.
16
Turn to me and be gracious to me,
for I am lonely and afflicted.
17
Relieve the troubles of my heart,
and bring me [a] out of my distress.
18
Consider my affliction and my trouble,
and forgive all my sins.
19
Consider how many are my foes,
and with what violent hatred they hate me.
Johnnie Mae Tucker

Words of Encouragement
Believe in yourself you can do it,
You can and you will
get through this,
Search within yourself
and you will find
strength and hope
for tomorrow.

God with Us
When I was working with my church’s youth group and preparing for Winter
Retreat, the Associate Pastor came to me with a “revelation.”
“I feel very strongly that the Holy Spirit will be very active this weekend,
working on one of the attendees. AND I feel that the Holy Spirit will be
working through you. I can’t share any information, but I want you to keep
your heart open and allow the Holy Spirit to move through you.”
That was a bit overwhelming. Afterward, I reflected on the weekend and
admit I was a little disappointed that there were no miraculous signs. Then I
thought, “Wouldn’t it be wonderful if every day someone told you that the
Holy Spirit was going to move through you to change someone’s life.” I
realized that someone does – God!

During these dark days, when we are so isolated, it is encouraging to
remember that God is working to change lives and heal the world, and His
Holy Spirit is working through each one of us.
Debra Murrish

Kindness and Blessings
On a recent trip, we experienced many kindnesses and blessings from
strangers: a helping hand up a steep step, a free meal from our favorite
restaurant, cars stopping to let us cross the street, a friendly wave, a car
letting us ahead in a traffic jam, the blessing of a family praying before a meal
at a nearby table.
How can I pass on these acts of kindnesses, letting God shine through me? A
word of encouragement, hello, greeting, or thanks may brighten someone's
day.

I think God smiles whenever we exhibit kindness no matter how big or small.
Do I stop to thank God for all His kindnesses?
Romans 12:8b If you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.
Kristina Oswald

The Parable of the Long Spoons
This isn't my story, it's one I heard a long time ago.
In a dream, I was in a great house with two great banquet rooms. In each
room were long banquet tables with sumptuous food and all kinds of
wonderful things. Seated at the tables were great crowds of people but in one
room the people were crying and wailing, in the other, they were happy and
telling loving stories. All the people in each room had great, long spoons
attached to their hands. They could not remove the spoons; they were bound
by strong bands. In the room where the people were wailing and crying the
people were angry that they could not eat the wonderful food because the
spoons were too long. They could not bend their arms around to get the
spoon to their mouths. In the room where people were laughing and telling
stories, they were using the long spoons to feed each other. They shared the
meal that had been provided with great joy. This is a way to think of heaven
and of hell. In hell, the selfish and self-centered people were starving. In
heaven, the people were sharing food with each other and sharing God's love.
Bill Budenholzer

Light
In John 9:5 Jesus said, "While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
In Matthew 5:13-16, Jesus says to His disciples (and to us)"You are the salt of
the earth “and" You are the light of the world." When Jesus left this world, He
sent the Holy Spirit to each believer. Does that not mean we are the salt of
the earth and the light of the world? Salt is used for preserving and for
flavoring as it penetrates the food making it more tasteful.
Do you suppose He expects us Christians to preserve His Word (Gospel)and
when we give witness to Him, like salt, it penetrates (impacts) the lives of
others? As light of the world, that shines brightly and lights up the darkness of
the lives we encounter.
We all make a difference in the world. We never know how many lives we
have influenced during our lifetime. Many people that have had a great
influence on my life will never know or how much I appreciate their input in
shaping my life.

Glede
Freude
Furaha Alegría
Paz
Joie
Like a pebble thrown in the river that makes ripples that extend way out, we
never really know the impact our lives have on others. Let us remember that
Jesus expects us to impact the lives of others like salt and light.
Martha Tess

Waiting
“I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in His word, I do hope.” Ps. 130:5 NKJV
We have been waiting all our lives. Waiting for our birthday or special holiday,
waiting for school to start or end, a loan approval, vacation, birth of a child,
results of a medical test, for a loved one’s phone call or visit, the end of a
pandemic, death.

Waiting is part of life. Sometimes we wait patiently, sometimes we don’t.
When the waiting goes on, we can lose hope. Imagine God’s chosen people
waiting for generations for the promised Messiah! Matthew 1 tells us there
were 14 generations from Abraham to David, 14 from David to the exile and
14 more to the birth of the Messiah!
It’s Advent – a time of waiting. We wait for the celebration of Jesus’ birth; we
wait for and daily receive the blessing of God’s Holy Spirit; and we wait for the
time when God will wipe away every tear.
Do not lose hope, friends! Dwell in God’s word. God is here now, and God is
coming!

The Shepherd’s Candle
And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.
But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring
you good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. (Luke 2:8–
11)

“Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free.
from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.” Amen.
Gail Voss

You Can Do It
When life looks like a mountain that is impossible to climb, just remember
how incredible you are. You have all the resources you need to see you
through. You are a courageous person who has faced one challenge after
another and always came bouncing back with a smile on your face. You are so
much bigger than you think you are. Your buoyant spirit will win once again.
Whatever it takes, you can do it.
Lynda Field

The Guiding Star
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.” Luke 2:7
One verse. Four clauses. And that’s Luke, the more verbose of the two advent
stories in the Gospels. It struck me, while reading through the verses, how
very much we’ve elaborated on the story of Jesus’s birth. I seem to remember
a whole thing with Mary and Joseph going house to house, getting more
desperate as they are turned away again and again. I remember all the
animals gathered around Jesus, and I even had some idea that the newborn
Jesus didn’t cry.
What about Jesus’s birth latched onto our imagination so dramatically? For
me, it’s the promise of change coming around the bend. The arrival of Jesus
signifies the beginning of the end for injustice and tyranny, for hunger and
fear. No matter how bleak the world may seem to us, we’re reminded of that
star, guiding us toward salvation and peace.
Jason Martin

God Will Make a Way
Where there seems to be no way. He works in ways we cannot see. He will be
my guide. Hold me closely to His side. With love and strength. For each new
day He will make a way.

Isaiah Chapter 43
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13
Judy Stoverink

What a Wonderful World
I see trees of green
Red roses too
I see them bloom
For me and you
And I think to myself
What a wonderful world.
Louis Armstrong
Tony Harkins

Jesus
“For the son of man came to seek and to save the lost.” Luke 19:10
Long before GPS, Garmin or Ask Siri, our family took a vacation most
summers. My Dad ordered materials from AAA. He wanted us to reach our
destination and have a great time because he loved us. While all of the veiny
red and blue lines on a map were fascinating to me, the Trip Tik was by far my
favorite. It was page after page of a small section of a map with a fat orange
line drawn to show exactly where to go and how many miles were between
each city or town. How I loved to follow the orange line while in the back seat,
glancing up to see a town name and figure how many miles we’d traveled and
how many more to go. Without the maps and Trip Tik we’d be hopelessly lost
and probably never reach our destination.
Just like without Christ we are lost. Lost beyond hope, beyond time and
eternity. However, when we open our hearts to Him, we begin to know him
by his personal name Jesus. The name Jesus means Jehovah saves. He came
to earth to save His people from their sins.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
Jesus, thank you for coming on a mission/trip with the purpose of saving me.
Amen

Rae Mohrmann

A New and Glorious Morn
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining
It is the night of our dear Savior's birth
Long lay the world, in sin and error pining
'Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices
For yonder breaks, a new and glorious morn
Fall on your knees
O hear the angels' voices
O night divine, O night when Christ was born
Around Christmas time, I become kind of a grinch in the sense that I refuse to
listen to Christmas music over my regular playlists. At Jason’s office, his coworkers play Christmas music every Monday throughout the year; I told him if
I were put in that position, it would drive me insane. It’s not that I don’t like
the songs, I actually really do like a lot of Christmas music, but few actually
cause me to pause and think about what Christmas really means; the song
above is one of them, and not just because it’s one of the few I can actually
sing close to on key.
This song brings me peace. It paints the scene of the night Jesus was born.
The world, full of sinners in need of saving, was sent hope in the form of an
infant child, Jesus, pure and holy, God’s only son. “For yonder breaks, a new
and glorious morn.” Glorious indeed! The gift of Jesus’ teachings, the
example he set of how we should live our lives, and dying on the cross so that
our sins may be forgiven, that is the “new and glorious morn” that the world
awoke to. The night when Christ was born truly was divine for all mankind.
Andrea Martin

Joy Comes with the Morning
With everyone affected by Covid-19 in some way, does joy seem too good to
believe? Not at all; and why not? God is faithful and has promised to be with
us always.
Think of some of the visible signs of His presence – the night sky dotted with
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countless stars, the early morning songs of our feathered friends, colorful
butterflies darting about – all things that are way beyond our pay grade.
Knowing that we are constantly in God’s presence is the foundation for our
trust that God is still in charge (in other words “He’s got our backs.”).
In the words of an ancient hymn: “All I have needed your hand has provided,
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me.”
Prayer: Lord. Help us to always hope in you.
Doris McCall

One
In seems there is a lot going on in our world today, familiar to everyone. But
through it all we must remember the One God. This brings to mind my
favorite hymn, that starts like this:
One Body, One Body, One Lord of all.
One cup of blessings which we bless.
And we, though many, throughout the earth,
We are one body in this One Lord.
This is definitive of our worship and now God wants us to live our lives. He
cares not what religion we practice, whether we are male or female, black or
white or for whom we voted.
If we keep the words of this hymn in mind during the upcoming season,
hopefully we can live out the tru meaning of Christmas for, “We are on body
in this One Lord”.
Blessings.
Linn Moore
The Angel’s Candle

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace to those on whom his favor rests." (Luke 2:13–
14)

Advent Thoughts
Imagine you are a shepherd. Not the brightest child in your family, but you
don't need to read or do sums in your job. And you like your job, outside,
protecting the sheep. You'll never be rich or powerful, but you know your
place in the world and that's okay.
And one night, as you are rounding up the strays, the sky lights up as bright as
day! What's going on?
You see an Angel -- not at all what you thought an angel would be -- who tells
you "Don't be afraid. I proclaim good news of great joy. Today the Savior was
born for all people." You'll never, never forget that moment. You, and all of
Israel, know a Savior is expected, someday.
Why now? Why you? You are not wise, or rich or powerful, but you were just
visited by an angel! And a Savior was born for you, for all.
This changes everything.
Dear Heavenly Father,
Amid our struggles and suffering, help us to remember the birth of
Jesus. Never have we needed your joy and peace more than
now. Help us to share the true meaning of the Christmas season.
And through this celebration, use us to find the lost, heal those
with broken spirits, feed the hungry and spread hope to the
hearts of all who seek you.
We give thanks for the time when we can all be together again. Close
the door of hate and open the door of love. Let kindness be our
guiding light to spread Your joy to the world.
Grant us Your heavenly peace,
In Jesus' name, Amen.
Carol Linhorst

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
LBW 42
Of the Father’s love begotten
Ere the world’s began to be,
He is Alpha and Omega,
He the source, the ending he.
Of the things that are, that have been,

And that future years shall see,
Evermore and evermore.
Oh, that birth forever blessed,
When the virgin, full of grace,
By the Holy Ghost conceiving,
Bore the Savior of our race.
And the babe, the world’s redeemer,
First revealed his sacred face,
Evermore and evermore.
This Advent//Christmas hymn has been growing on me through the years,
slowly but surely becoming one of my favorites.....the words, the powerful
imagery, the beautiful plainsong melody. During these troubled times, with
our present health, economic and political concerns, the words of this hymn
reassure me that even before the beginning of time, “ere the worlds began to
be”, the God who loves all humankind has been in control and has been
planning for our salvation. Despite our present-day concerns we can rest in
the assurance of God’s love and can once again look forward with anticipation
to the birth of the “Savior of our race”.
Richard Schademann

Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
I am always drawn to this verse during Advent and Christmas. Maybe it is
because I have always loved singing “For unto Us a Child is Born” in Handel’s
Messiah.
This verse means to me that Jesus is a gift and is so many things…a wonderful
counselor, a mighty God, our everlasting Father, our Prince of Peace. As I
have travelled through this very unusual and uncertain year, I know I have
especially needed to be reminded that Jesus is my constant companion and
guides me along the paths of peace.
I pray for peace for you during this advent season and for you to experience
the steadfast love of Jesus’ presence. May we joyfully worship our King of
Kings, Lord of lords, and Prince of Peace.
Pam Statler

Joy to the World
Joy to the world the Lord has come,
Let earth receive her King.
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and heaven and nature sing!
One of the Christmas songs I like is “Joy to the World”. I like this song because
it means God brings Joy to the world. Joy to me is bonding time with family.
We watch movies, eat popcorn, and sometimes order pizza. Sometimes we
bake together or cook together. I hope this gives you ideas of what to do with
your family.
Prayer: Dear God, help us to do what we can do and believe in ourselves.
Help us to have Joy no matter what. Amen.
Jayda Tucker

Prepare Ye, the Way of the Lord!

Emma Kinney

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here,
Until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny;
From depths of hell Thy people save,
And give them victory o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Thou Key of David, come
And open wide our heav'nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Adonai, Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times didst give the law
In cloud and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry
1. On Jordan's bank, the Baptist's cry
Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake, and hearken, for he brings
Glad tidings of the King of kings!
2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
Make straight the way for God within;
Prepare we in our hearts a home
Where such a mighty Guest may come.
3. For Thou art our Salvation, Lord,
Our Refuge, and our great Reward.
Without Thy grace we waste away,
Like flowers that wither and decay.
4. To heal the sick stretch out Thine hand,
And bid the fallen sinner stand;
Shine forth, and let Thy light restore
Earth's own true lovliness once more.
5. Stretch forth thine hand, to heal our sore,
And make us rise to fall no more;
Once more upon thy people shine,
And fill the world with love divine.
6. All praise, eternal Son, to Thee
Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom, with the Father, we adore,
And Holy Ghost, forevermore.
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The Annunciation
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and
said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”[b] 29 But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might
be. 30 The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31 And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33 He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” 34 Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”[c] 35 The
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born [d] will be holy;
he will be called Son of God. 36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to
be barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 Then Mary said,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Then the angel departed from her.
Luke 1:26-38

The Advent Wreath
Johann Hinrich Wichern (1808–1881), a Lutheran pastor in Germany and a
pioneer in urban mission work among the poor, is known as the inventor of
the modern Advent wreath in the 19th century.

In medieval times Advent was a period of fasting during which people's
thoughts were directed to the expected second coming of Christ; but in
modern times many have forgotten this meaning and it has instead been
primarily seen as the lead up to Christmas, and in that context the Advent
wreath serves as a reminder of the approach of the feast.
Advent wreaths are circular, representing God's infinite love, and are usually
made of evergreen leaves, which "represent the hope of eternal life brought
by Jesus Christ". Within the Advent wreath are candles that generally
represent the four weeks of the Advent season
as well as "the light of God coming into
the world through the birth of Jesus
Christ" although each of the
candles can be attributed its
own significance as well; in
one
version
of
such
interpretation, the candles
specifically symbolize the
Christian concepts of hope
(week one), peace (week two),
joy (week three) and love (week
four).
(quoted from Wikipedia)
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