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and click

.

Zion Lutheran Church
123 Carson Road
Ferguson, MO 63135
Reception to follow.
Please RSVP by January 12th, 2020.
Call or text (314) 566-1928

Thanks
Thanks to all of you during these last 3 ½ years. When I came
to Zion on the 1st of September 2016, I came to you as your Interim
Pastor with something very specific to do: lead you through a time
period of transition, from having a pastor leave to calling another
pastor. During that time period, I was serving you on an agreement
(covenant) that was signed by Zion, the Central States Synod (CSS),
and me.
Towards the middle part of that time period, it became clear to
Zion that they could not cover the costs of calling a full-time pastor
who might be married and have children. Zion opted to ask the Bishop
if he would approve us becoming part of the Theological Education for
Emerging Ministries (TEEM) program, that once approved and
completed, would lead to ordination and installation of me as your
pastor. Zion, CSS, and I all approved it in late 2017. The next
agreement (covenant) was me as Zion's Lay Pastoral Leader, and again,
that covenant was approved by Zion, CSS, and me. We have been using
that covenant since then as it was renewed.
We are now looking at the end of TEEM; the seminary work is
done and I've been approved by the ELCA, the Wartburg Theological
Seminary, and the CSS for ordination and installation as your pastor,
should you issue me a call and I accept it. The call and acceptance was
really all part of the agreement going into TEEM, but nevertheless, it is
an extremely major part of the plan that we all have. Up until now, I've
been serving you on a covenant that has specified what I'm to do and in
exchange, you have paid me a salary.
You might think that a “call” is just another word for covenant.
No it isn't! I feel different and I hope you feel different. What will be
different? Before I offer my answer to that, let me say that God
obviously has been in the middle of all this from the very beginning.
I'm not sure when the “beginning” was (clearly at baptism), but I can
tell you my first encounter with God was way back when I was 13 years
old, sitting in the living room of a farm house in Iowa where my family
lived.
My second encounter with God came in my mid-forties when I
was in Maryland for McDonnell Douglas and was Chairman of the
Board of Elders of the church we were attending. Our pastor passed out

on the way to church and hit a tree. The next thing I knew, I was
checking out the seminary in St. Louis. None of that worked until I
started my Parish Ministry Associate (PMA) Theological Education in
1993.
So here we are! God is calling and I have accepted. Zion is
calling and I will accept. There is no renewing this covenant because it
is a call. It is like a marriage. Yes, I know there are divorces and I
know that there are pastors who resign, and I know there are
congregations that actually ask pastors to leave, but that is not the norm!
I am yours until my body or my brain give out!
The “Call” is just that: it is God; it is Zion; it is me. It is
different. We will come together and God will lead us into a future that
we can't even imagine.
Are we (God/Zion/Me) ready? God willing...yes!
God is indeed good and full of GRACE!

Fighting Sin
A couple of weeks ago when we talked about being ready for the
second coming, I mentioned the 12 Step Program that was started years
ago to help fight addictions. It turns out that one of our addictions is
sin. Each of the 12 Steps of fighting sin is accompanied by an
associated principle for the step. And for context, here are the 12 Steps
with the principle repeated for each one:

We...
1. admitted we were powerless over our sinfulness – that our lives
had become unmanageable. (Honesty)
2. came to believe that a Power greater than ourselves could restore
us to sanity. (Hope)
3. made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of
God as we understood Him. (Faith)
4. made a searching and fearless moral inventory of ourselves.
(Courage)
5. admitted to God, to ourselves, and to another human being the
exact nature of our wrongs. (Integrity)
6. were entirely ready to have God remove all these defects of
character. (Willingness)
7. humbly asked Him to remove our shortcomings. (Humility)
8. made a list of all persons we had harmed, and became willing to
make amends to them all. (Brotherly/Sisterly Love)
9. made direct amends to such people wherever possible, except
when to do so would injure them or others. (Justice)
10.continued to take personal inventory and when we were wrong,
promptly admitted it. (Perseverance)
11.sought through prayer and meditation to improve our conscious
contact with God as we understood Him, praying only for
knowledge of His will for us and the power to carry that out.
(Spirituality)
12.having had a spiritual awakening as the result of these steps, we
tried to carry this message to others, and to practice these
principles in all our affairs. (Service)
As you can see, the 12 Steps and their corresponding principles can be
an ongoing way of us living our Christian life. May God help us live
that Christ-like life that each of us strives for.
God is indeed good and full of GRACE!
Blessings,
Pr. Larry
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Birthdays
3rd
4th
7th
8th
29

th

30th
31st

Izaiah Spotswood
Phyllis Graser
Paul Oswald
Jacqueline Calhoun
Eric Pfitzinger
Mary Roth
Betty Greiwe
Andrew Tucker
Ashlyn Calhoun
Carole Herrmann

We Appreciate You
Thank you to everyone who contributed ideas, donated
items, decorated the sanctuary, purchased poinsettias,
participated in the Advent wreath lighting, or anything
else to help us celebrate Jesus’ birth with joyful worship.
-- The Worship Team

Chili Cook-off
Save the date for February 23rd, 2020! During fellowship
hour on that Sunday, we will have a chili cook-off down
in the Multipurpose Room. There will be a
sign-up sheet for those who would like to
enter the chili cook-off. Those who do
not wish to join the competition, but
would like to contribute may bring a
side-dish or dessert.

The Season of Epiphany
The Feast of Epiphany is celebrated on January 6th (the 12th day of Christmas) and is
associated with the story of the coming of the Magi who offer their gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. At Zion, we observe it on the Sunday closest to January 6 th.
This year the Sundays following Epiphany go all the way to February 16 th. You will
notice that the colored cloths on the altar will either be white or green. White is used
for Epiphany, the Baptism of Our Lord (1/12) and Jesus’ presentation in temple
(Simeon and Anna story on 2/2). Obviously, the stories don’t follow in chronological
order.
Epiphany means “manifestation”. And the familiar Lutheran question is “What does
this mean?” Try substituting one of these words: obvious, apparent, evident, clear,
visible, plain, unmistakable.
The origin of the word epiphany is from the ancient Greek meaning “to appear” as
in the appearance of dawn, the appearance of a deity to a worshipper, or the
experience of a sudden and striking realization (the great ah-ha moment). For
Christians, the epiphanies occur when we see the divine Son of God revealed in a
human infant, Jesus a king worshipped by travelers following a star, the Trinity
present at Jesus’ baptism and Jesus’ first miracle of changing water into wine. John
1:14: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth…”
In what ways have God’s love, compassion, and mercy become clear or evident to
you in the past? Was it in the Scriptures? The sacraments? A sermon? Was there an
event that caused you to think “I know this can only be God or Jesus or God’s
Spirit”?
Worship Team invites you to look for the ways God will be revealed to you during
this Epiphany season and share those with others.

Community Outreach Team
This winter, we are collecting scarves, gloves, mittens, socks, hats,
etc., but instead of placing them on the bush like we did last year,
we will take the items to the police and fire departments,
churches/warming stations, and to local food
pantries. Continue to bring items and we will
see that they are delivered.

Zion Voter's Meeting Minutes
December 8, 2019
●
●

●
●

●

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes (March 31, 2019)
o Motion made, seconded, and approved
Strategic Plan
o Strategic Plan can be voted on at a different time
▪ Will need to put together a team of people to be the strategic
planning team
▪ Lead us to decide what our goals are and will be in the future
o Mission, Vision, and values need to be voted on as presented in the
Sunday Bulletin
▪ Motion made to accept the vision, mission and values as
presented in the Sunday Bulletin, seconded, approved
Date for Meeting to “call” Pastor Larry and explanation
o December 22nd immediately after church to extend a call to Larry
Finance Reports and 2019 Budget Proposals
o Finance Report
▪ Church in the black through November for $204
▪ CDC in the red for $50,439 through the end of November
▪ Nothing else really remarkable for the month of November
o Budget
▪ Church
● Most of it is built on what has happened over the course of
2019
● Discussion about mission support and taking a look at our
missions and if we want to change them
● The projected deficit for the church is $5483
o Motion made to adopt budget as proposed
▪ Seconded and approved
Discussion of CDC
o State has increased monetary needs for families
o Things seem to have stabilized
o Council has recommended continuing operation for 6 more months and
then see what the numbers look like
▪ 6 month budget proposal presented to voters looking at the last
couple months under the assumption nothing financially changes
in regards to tuition and state assistance
▪ Discussion about concerns regarding the up and down of the
amounts throughout the year, looking ahead, and what it looks
like moving forward

▪ Possibility of taking infants was brought up, state discussed the

●

●
●
●

●

●

●
●
●

possibility with Larry and Janine.
▪ Might involve turning the partition in the multi- purpose room
into a wall and adding a door – looking to get an estimate done
to see the real possibility and look at the numbers in regards to
changing things
▪ Motion made to accept the budget, seconded, and approved
Member Care Ministry Report – Dorothy Kaiser
o Amazing and faithful member care ministers keeping in touch with
their people
Update on AAU
o Continuing to build the relationship and welcoming the women
Property Report
o We are in need of a property manager or possible managers
Locking the doors during church services
o Discussion about locking all the other doors except the sanctuary main
door in order to maintain a welcoming environment
o Motion made to change policy to keep coat room doors locked during
church services but unlocking the sanctuary doors, seconded, and
approved
o One person opposed
Worship Committee Report – Gail Voss
o Advent season has begun – observe and see what is happening
o Gail would like to invite people to bring forward thoughts about likes
and dislikes about what is happening during services
▪ Want to incorporate things that we do in church into our daily
lives
Community Committee Report – Dorothy Kaiser
o Warming bush was done last year, but are now doing a warming
donation drive – gloves, mittens, scarves, and hats. Items are being
donated to BTC and other churches and warming centers in the area
Service Committee Report – Pam Statler
o Holiday Hang out – December 21
Education Committee Report – Jason Martin
o No report
Election of new council and member care ministry
o Pam Statler, candidate for president
o __________, candidate for vice-president
o Bill Budenholzer, Candidate for treasurer
o Johnnie Tucker, Candidate for Member at Large
o Jason Martin, candidate for member at large
o Doris McCall, candidate for member at large

●

●
●

●

●
●
●

o Member continuing; Kristen Kinney, Secretary
o Motion made by acclamation to approve the candidates as listed,
seconded, and approved
Candidates for member care ministry
o Deb Balestier, Carole Herman
o Motion made to accept the members as named, seconded, approved
Members continuing
o Dorothy Kaiser, Doris McCall, Richard Schademann, Pat Martin
New Business
o Bill Budenholzer would like everyone to consider working towards
updating the website and having more of a social media presence for
Zion and consider supporting the group working on this
Pastor’s Report
o A year of growth with new members, baptisms, and communion
o TEEM is complete and we are moving towards candidacy, call and
ordination
▪ Ordination on the 26th of January
o Got more work to do in 2020 and beyond
Motion made to adjourn the meeting, seconded, and approved
Closing Prayer for Zion’s Future
Meeting adjourned at 12:30 – 24 voters in attendance

Installation will take place during worship on
January 5th, 2020.

Zion Lutheran Church
Serving on Sundays in January
Jan 5

Jan 12

Jan 19

Jan 26

Feb 2

L Lemke

L Lemke

L Lemke

L Lemke

L Lemke

C Rock

A Mayhew

C Rock

A Mayhew

C Rock

Assistant
Minister

P Herrmann

N Wolz

R Schademann

J Martin

C Linhorst

Reader

N Robinson

D Tucker

R Schademann

K Kinney

P Herrmann

Children's
Message

G Voss

L Lemke

N Wolz

G Voss

L Lemke

Communion
Servers

G Voss

K Malin

W Devenport

K Kinney

P Herrmann

F Cole
J Tucker
J Schaper

R Taylor
S Taylor
D Kaiser

K Malin
J Martin

G Voss
B Negwer

F Cole
J Tucker
J Schaper

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

TBD

Pastor

Music
Accompanist

Ushers

Altar Guild

* Scheduled servers are subject to change at the discretion of organization leaders.
If you have a schedule conflict, please inform the Church office of any changes or schedule swaps.

Zion Lutheran Church
January Calendar

Sun
29

Mon
30

9:30am-Worship
& Noisy Change
11am-Fellowship
Hour

Tue
31 New Year's
Eve

Wed
1 Happy New
Year!

Thu
2

Fri
3

Sat
4

I Spotswood

Office & CDC
Closed

P Graser
P Oswald

5

6

7

8

9:30am-Worship
& Installation
11am-Bible Class

9am-Quilters (UR) 4:30pm Member
Care

9

10

11

16

17

18

10:30am- Worship
Team

J Calhoun

E Pfitzinger
M Roth

12

13

9:30am-Worship
11am-Bible Class

19

14

15

6pm-Fianance
6:30pm- Council

20 MLK Day

7pm-Quilters
(MP)

21

22

23

24

25

28

29

30

31

1

9:30am-Worship
Tidings Deadline
11am-Voter's
Meeting: The Call

26
9:30am-Worship
3pm-Larry's
Ordination

27

B Greiwe
A Tucker

A Calhoun

C Herrmann

Zion Lutheran Church
123 Carson Road
Ferguson, MO 63135
314.522.0100 Office
office@zionferguson.com
www.zionferguson.com
Child Development Center
123 Carson Road
Ferguson, MO 63135
314.524.7677
cdc@zionferguson.com
Celebrating
God's Grace
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Zion Leaders
Congregation Council
Pastor
President
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Member At-Large:
Member At-Large:
Member At-Large:
Member At-Large:

Larry Lemke
Pam Statler
Kristen Kinney
Bill Budenholzer
Jason Martin
Doris McCall
Johnnie Tucker
-

Team Members:
Worship Team
Gail Voss*
Kristina Oswald
Nyokia Robinson
Norma Wolz
Doris McCall

Member Care Ministry

Community Outreach Team

Dorothy Kaiser
Carole Herrmann
Richard Schademann
Doris McCall
Deborah Balestier
Pat Martin

Dorothy Kaiser*
Doris McCall*
Bill Budenholzer
Linda Lemke
Bob Oliver
Richard Schademann
Janet Schaper
Ara Tess
Faith Tucker
Johnnie Tucker
Deb Murrish

Committee Chairs
Finance
Pam Statler
Property
Janet Schaper
CDC Support:
Kim Malin
Stewardship:
Pam Statler/Gail Voss
Worship
Gail Voss
Education
Jason Martin
Personnel
Ara Tess
Nominating
Gail Voss/Stacey Miller

Organizations
Fellowship:
Altar Guild:
Hospitality

Robert Negwer
-

Team Leaders
Worship
Community Outreach
Service

Gail Voss
Dott Kaiser/
Doris McCall
Pam Statler/Stacey Miller

Service Team
Pam Statler*
Stacey Miller*
Sue Dunham
Justin Kinney
Kristen Kinney
Linn Moore
Annis Tucker
Dawn Tucker

