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Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ,
Are you still there? I've been able to see some of you, but not many. When we
do our Zoom meetings, I get to see some of you, but even then not all of you
have video capability, so all I get is the voice. And of course, we don't all
Zoom.
I'm looking forward to the day when we all get back together and can have a
face to face (at least six feet apart) conversation. I'm told that a lot of you have
video capability so at least you've seen my ugly face and hopefully we haven't
scared you off with our laptop computer worship services.
The camera which is obviously an integral part of our new streaming
equipment is ordered but not here yet. Hopefully it will arrive soon.
We, like a lot of churches, are looking at opening sometime in the near future.
As we've had those discussions in the council, it is obvious that it will be a
whole lot different than the services we are accustomed to. And that is really
what I want to discuss with you in this article.
Coming to church will be different. The doors leading into the sanctuary will
be the only point of entrance. Your movement on Sunday morning will be:
come in, your temperature will be taken, someone will seat you, you will be
socially distanced, there will be no hugging and kissing, there will be no singing
(humming is okay through your mask), and the list keeps going on.
It will kind of be like one of my recent daily devotions, you will be asked in a
nice way to follow the rules and expected to follow them. We are trying to do
our level best to keep everyone healthy and safe.
When church is over, you will leave in an orderly manner, again keeping social
distance (at least six feet apart), and have some conversations with your fellow
members in the parking lot, but again, keeping your distance.

It is going to seem odd, but then almost everything we're doing seems to be very
different. The very positive part of it all will be seeing each other, talking with
each other, and worshipping together as part of God's family. I really look
forward to it.
For those of you who can't make it or may not feel ready once we do reopen,
the worship service will continue to be recorded and sent out to anyone who
might want to see it, even those who attended in person.
What have we done during this pandemic to stay connected? We've recorded
and sent out the worship services, we've received Daily Devotionals that have
been looking at the upcoming Sunday lectionary texts, we've had the
opportunity to attend Bible study via Zoom on either Wednesday mornings or
Thursday evenings, and you've had a Member Care person call you to make
sure you are doing okay. In addition, we are kicking off a “Zion Connect”
group that is just making sure you are okay. They are doing that at my request,
so if you don't want someone calling you every week, please just text me that
“all is well” (or any other update you may have).
Please stay safe and healthy.
God is good and full of GRACE!
Blessings,
Pr. Larry
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Congratulations!
Andrew Tucker graduated from
McCluer High School and has been
on Honor Roll since his sophomore
year!

Ralph & Sally Taylor
Martin & Kristina Oswald

Jayce Tucker graduated from Lutheran
North. She was recognized as Student of
the month in September 2019. She is also a
member of the National Honor Society,
Sabre Honor Society, and received the
President's Award for Academic Excellence
(3.5 GPA, Top 90th Percentile)!

A Message from the President
Dear Zion Family,
I continue to pray each of you is safe and healthy. I hope you are connected to Zion
through the weekly recorded worship service. If you are having any difficulties
experiencing worship, please call the church office or Pastor Larry and let them
know. We want to make arrangements for everyone to experience worship while we
cannot be together in our building. The church council is monitoring the guidance
and recommendations about coming together to worship and we will make sure you
are informed as things develop.
As I mentioned last month, we have ordered the necessary equipment to allow Zion
to video stream our worship services both now and in the future. Our expected
budget for these purchases was $8,700 as outlined in the council meeting minutes in
last month's Tidings. The good news is we have had contributions of over $7,600 so
far to cover these expenses. Thank you to the individuals who have contributed. If
you are interested in contributing toward this specific project, please mark your
contribution clearly with "video streaming."
Bill Budenholzer is still looking for volunteers who would like to help manage the
video streaming on Sundays. The process will be as simple as possible, so you do not
need to be tech savvy. You would not be required to do it every week but would share
the duties with others, similar to ushering or serving communion. If you are
interested in helping with the video streaming, please let the office know.
A Strategic Planning Team has been formed and will be meeting the first week of
June using Zoom. The team members, in addition to me, are:
Linda Lemke
Carol Linhorst
Andi Martin
Jason Martin
Deb Murrish
Pastor Larry Lemke
Please pray for these members as they help put together goals and objectives for Zion
for the next several years. I thank each of them for their willingness to serve.
Blessings to you,
Pam Statler, Council President

Council Meeting
Tuesday, May 12 2020 (Zoom Meeting)
In attendance: Pam Statler, Larry Lemke, Kristen Kinney, Doris McCall, Stacey Miller, Richard
Schdemann, Bill Budenholzer, Jason Martin
Absent: Johnnie Tucker
● Welcome and Devotions
o Went around and talked about how we are all doing and how we are handling
things
o John 14: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments…”
● Confirm approval of meeting minutes from April 2020 Meeting
o Motion made to approve minutes; seconded; approved
● Pastor’s Report
o Wrote up notes from the meeting on 5/5 regarding opening back up and sent them
to the people in attendance
o Ferguson Ministerial Alliance met via Zoom
▪ Community VBS at Immanuel UCC Cancelled
▪ Blessed Teresa is opening on the 24th
▪ New Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church (Pr. Alonzo’s church) is
opening as well on the 24th
o Pastor Larry Graduation 5/17 – Virtual
● Communication Plan – Coming Together for Worship
o Discussed how other churches are opening up for the end of May and what it will
look like for us
● Video Streaming Equipment Update – Bill
o The vendor has the equipment except for the camera which is on backorder
o The plan is to have a couple of people trained by the vendor and then train others
▪ Bill has not found anyone to help yet. Richard, Pam, and Pastor Larry
volunteered to be trained. Stacey said she would be willing to be shown
how to do it to see if she was comfortable enough with it. Pam volunteered
to help Bill find more people
o The two microphones at the front of the church (piano and handheld) are cont
connected to the sound system. Bill will discuss this with the vendor when they
install the video system
o Streaming will be on YouTube or Facebook
o Do we want to live stream to YouTube or Facebook?
▪ Would make more sense to use YouTube– not everyone has a Facebook
page or wants a Facebook page but they can access YouTube
▪ Council agrees to stream it to YouTube and promote it on Facebook
o The PC will not have enough space to archive all the existing videos. The archive
will exist on YouTube
▪ Jason took an action item to make sure he agreed that our new music
license would allow for that
o Needed items are currently on back order for streaming needs
● Team Reports

●
●
●
●

o Finance Report – Bill
▪ Income statement for the church includes the May 1st payroll ($3,700) in
the April results. So the church actually had a positive income in April
● The church also absorbed all of the utilities in April since the CDC
is closed (about $1,700).
▪ CDC income shows a negative $13,299 through the end of April. Staff was
paid outstanding vacation time when the CDC was closed
● There is some remaining activity for May. The state food payment
and some tuition reimbursements paid through the Smartcare
system.
o Member Care Ministry – Richard
▪ Dorothy Chaired meeting due to Richard being out
▪ Checked in with member care ministry about how the meeting went and it
went well
▪ Checked in with members that needed to be checked in with and
everything seems to be okay
▪ Members outside of just member care ministry are calling and checking on
other members as well
o Worship – Larry
▪ Still recording services and streaming them on Facebook and sending out
the links to the members
▪ All the hymnals will be taken from the pews and moved to the music room
o Education – Jason
▪ Andi is putting together a reference document of electronic symbols and
logos people may not be familiar with but may need a reference to. Jason
will be supplying that in the next couple weeks
o Strategic Planning – Pam
▪ No updates – potential meeting by zoom
o Service/Community – Stacey
▪ On a hold for right now – May meeting postponed
▪ Have not discussed future meetings
o Property – Pam/Johnnie
▪ No property issues have come up recently
▪ Justin following up about the parking lot
o Hospitality – Doris
▪ No updates
o Personnel
▪ No updates
Voters’ Meeting – To Be Rescheduled
Next Meeting Date – June 9th
Closing Prayer
Adjourned 7:57

Special Council Meeting
May 27, 2020 (Zoom)
In Attendance: Pam Statler, Kristen Kinney, Bill Budenholzer, Johnnie Tucker, Jason Martin,
Doris McCall, Larry Lemke, Gail Voss, Richard Schademann, Stacey Miller
Topics for the meeting: Tree Trimming and Sanctuary Gathering
Tree Trimming: City of Ferguson cited Zion for low hanging limbs on the Bradford Pear
Trees, the Magnolia Tree, and both of the Maple Trees on our property
● One tree vendor came out and gave Dorothy Kaiser a bid for $3,200 last fall to trim the
trees and do a full maintenance need on the Bradford Pear trees, trimming the top and the
bottom of the tree (a full write up of what would be done was presented by the vendor)
o This vendor came back out and said the original bid was still a good bid
o This is the vendor that Dorothy Kaiser recommended
o This vendor also offered to do just the lower branch trimming on the Bradford
Pears and trim the other trees for $1,900, as the city is requiring.
● A different vendor gave a bid for $2,800 to do the full maintenance on the Bradford Pear
trees and the trimming on the other trees (the bid was not as detailed as the first vendor)
● Motion made to have the full maintenance done on the Bradford Pear and all the other
trimming that needs to be done that was cited by the city of Ferguson using the vendor
that Dorothy recommended at $3,200; seconded; and approved
When will we gather in the church sanctuary for worship again?
Are we going to go back to church when the doors open again? When do we want to open the
doors?
Pastor Larry discussed a Zoom meeting he participated in with Dave Daubert as the speaker.
Dave talked about what is going on in the world today in our churches; the positives and the
negatives and how the world is looking at the churches today. The world heard about Easter
worshipping more this year than ever before. Churches are using technology more than ever
before.
There is a fear of the unknown. Dave mentioned that just because we can do something, doesn’t
mean we should. He shared that there will be a “new normal.” The use of technology should
stay, and we should do more and think about how we reach people that don’t have the necessary
equipment.
We need to have open and honest conversations and consider both our heads and our hearts,
understanding that we are all different and have different ideas and feelings. We need to look at
refocus, renewal, and a new understanding of things; be congenial; we are together in the
decisions we make; each one of us have our own individual idea – we need make decisions
representing not just ourselves, but the other members of the congregation as well.
Discussion:
● We need to be intentional in how we let the congregation know what is coming “down
the pipe” in the way of safety precautions
● Should we be intentional in asking congregation members how they feel about coming
back to church?

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●

o Discussion was shared about members having discussed feelings with member
care ministers and other council members about the desire to be back in the
building and amongst their church family
Discussions have happened in terms of what opening would look
o Including masks
▪ Masks will be provided if the member does not have one
o Taking the hymnals and the bibles out of the pew
o Maintaining social distance
o Temperature taking when they come through the door
▪ Make members aware that a temperature in excess of 100.4 degrees will
mean they need to go home.
▪ Need to remind members if they are not feeling well, they should stay
home
o Not be allowed to go anywhere else in the building unless they need to go to the
bathroom
o Conversations will take place in the parking lot
o People will be seated and released at the beginning and end of service
o Markers 10 feet apart instead of 6 feet apart for communion down the center aisle
o Gloves and masks for communion givers
▪ Larger wafers will be handed to the member as will individual disposable
cups with wine or grape juice
o No singing if we gather in the sanctuary as a group (if we continue to just record
the service, singing can continue).
Want to make sure a letter is sent out or contact is made with members about what is
going to happen in regards to everything
Want to make sure people are comfortable when they come forward for communion
Firm belief that it is everyone’s personal preference about what happens and when they
are comfortable going back
Firm belief that some people want to be back in the sanctuary with people around them
Discussion about COVID numbers not really going down and being unsure about what
that will look like in the coming weeks with things reopening in the county
Want to make sure people don’t feel obligated to come to service before they are
comfortable doing so
Discussion about what the possibility would be to record music to play during service
even though there cannot be singing
o Jason is willing to record music as needed to play during services so there will be
music in the sanctuary during service even though singing is not possible

Larry made note that it seems that several of the council members are still nervous about
coming together and he offered June 28th as a target date for reopening
● This time frame allows the church to send letters, phone trees, website, and media
outreach to let the congregation know the plans that are being put into the place
o Motion made to plan first worship service on the 28th of June with the
understanding that as things evolve and change, we are able to change this date;
seconded; approved
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